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Analyzing semiotic translation of images and text in Abd al-
Rahman Sufi's Sovar al-kavakeb
Abstract:

The Sovar al-kavakeb of Abd al-Rahman Sufi is one of the most
significant Arabic treatises on astronomy of the Islamic era. Written in
the middle of the fourth century AH.The main goal of this thesis is to
analyze the intersemiotic relationship between the images in the Sovar
al-kavakeband its text. Accordingly, the hypothesis of the research is
that mythological images of constellations of Sovar al-kavakebhave
their own mythological meanings, which are related to both scientific
text and mythological beliefs. The Research begins by analyzing the text
and table of stars and images of three selected versions from the 7th,
5th and 9th centuries and comparing it with the western table of stars
and classical images Therefore, with the comparative-analytical method
to analyze the constellations contained in the manuscripts of Sovar al-
kavakeb ,The thesis considered three different approaches .In
comparison with the western table of stars and images, it is concluded
that the images of constellations from one side is influenced by the
ancient myths of Mesopotamia as well as the Greek interpretation of
these myths, and on the other hand, It is accurate model to express the
coordinates and position of the stars, and there is a meaningful
relationship between the scientific text and the mythological images.
Finally, the research ends with this summary that the images of the
constellations in the versions of Sovar al-kavakeb , although consistent
with the images of the oldest version as a model but each of them has
differences in terms of form and aesthetics with previous works.
Keywords: Constellations Fxed Sovar al-kavakeb , Abd al-Rahman
Sufi, Almagest of Ptolemy Semiotic translation.



